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MNovember 1, 2026

Dear KFATA Meshers,

Autuamn shows us howr beautiful it can be to-embrace change
and find strength in every season.”

As wre wove into- November, it's w qood time to-veflect on the
ancther. [he wouk we do-to-stvengthen childven and families
is meaningful, but it can also be challenging. I hepe this
season senves. ab o vemincder lo- extend the seone
encouragentent, underslanding, and sufibort lo- one ancthet
that we se-intentionally offer to- the families we sewe.

KPATA was busy with the following during Octohen.:
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e - Chid Abuse and Neglect toshare about PAT senvices
® (Uerking te cveate newr advecacy materials and educate

ahout the inghortance of home visiting
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EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR
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ITEMS TO HIGHLIGHT
- TODAY, WE CELEBRATE THOSE
WHO HELP BUILD STRONG

PARENTS AS TEAGHERS DAY IS A GALL TO RECOGMITION AND ACTION. IT'S

FAMILIES AND RESILIENT A DAY T CELEBRATE THE STORIES AND MILESTONES THAT SHOW
COMMUNITIES - ONE HOME WHAT'S POSSIBLE WHEN WE INVEST IN EARLY CHILDHOOD AND HONOR
VISIT AT A TIME, THE LEADERSHIP OF PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS.
L PARENTSASTEACHERSDAY
o CHECK OUT THE PAT DAY R"E‘“&'
Hilary Koehn

Execulnve Direcior


https://parentsasteachers.org/parents-as-teachers-day/
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BRIGHT
FUTURES
SUCCESSES
SUCCESS STORY

Mom shared that she has been
packing to move into a new
house with her mom, stepdad,
and sister. We discussed ways to
create safe areas in the home
where [child] can move around
freely, rather than relying solely
on the crib for safety. Mom
explained that she had been
placing [child] in the crib to keep
her safe while she worked around
the house. After talking through
alternative options, Mom created
a safe space in her bedroom
where [child] can move, explore,
and remain protected. Mom
reports that this new setup is
working well and allows [child]
more opportunities for safe
mobility.

« 9 NEW REFERRALS

« 74 ACTIVE REFERRALS

39 PARTICIPATING
PROGRAMS
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A KPATA
Membership is
required in
order ro atrend
our trainings.

You can
purchase your
2026-2027
Membership
(Training Pass)
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FPARENT EDUCATORS AND COORDINATORS
KPATA BRIGHT FUTURES 2026-2027

JULY

Share & Show
Our Favorites
Book, activity, resource,

song or finger play
Juist 10 Minutes

706 1:00-2:50 PMm

> oCTOBER

Frofessional Learnin
Parents as Teachers-
Literacy and
Developmental Language
Disorder

Dr. Laurie Curtis/HKSDE

1015 1:00-5:00 PM

W JANUARY

IPV-Recognizing

and Responding
=

for

Kayla RossRose Brooks
1/21 1:00-2:530 PM

* APRIL
Child Abuse and
Neglect

for
arly

Valeria Adame/KCSL

4715 1:00-2:50 PM

i
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* AUGUST

BUILDING A COMMUNITY
SAFETY HET:

COMNET TR I.l_ Bl FROCERELE
AR '.\ GOLS 10 COOEn '.J.:l
1R 1. |.-_-||_ THAT BATTEN

HAMD| HARMS B LORETTA
SEVERINSRU LIPFR

8/18 10:00-11:50 AM

HOVEMBER

Sign

Hailey Brooks

M9 1:00-2:00 PM

FEBRUARY

*more information

to follow
2/

-* MAY
Lmuﬂwmm fhat
Paunt. a@w&m;,
Efamilied in Reducing
STahaom Fxpadine
Kaoutar Yartaoui/ KDHE

S5/15 1100-2:50 PM

SEPTEMBER
Fastering Seccal- Emational

i’} m Young Children
hﬂquw@ﬁ:hm

farah Behrend PhD, LMIW
Postdocteral Fellow MU Med
910 1:00-2:50 PM

DECEMBER
CAICH

L_ ’.J

MARCH
STRESSED
ouT?

WOW CONTISOL LEVELS RRE LAWRED 10
BEAAVIORS W 1€

RiEEry Eemneron, LsSW
Lol Stevens, LEMIT

5/4 1:00-3:00 PM

E=— s

OTHER MOTES:

*Please wpe Pec te)

weiondid

* MNe Tnaining
e June
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https://kpata.wufoo.com/forms/q1su7j780h0g18q/
https://kpata.wufoo.com/forms/q1su7j780h0g18q/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14E92OBvgTgPcZue3flU01K1ESufPfDSM/view?usp=drive_link
https://kpata.wufoo.com/forms/q1su7j780h0g18q/
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'('\ T Training for KPATA Miasabiors - ) ‘E?
th Sign Language for Children: Playful 4
Communication for Every Day

Presented By: Halley Brooks

IN THIS TRAINING, WE WILL EXPLORE HOW TO:

Use sign longuoge to support communication for children with
hearing differences, outlsm, speech deloys, ond other
newrodevelopmental needs. Introduce sign longuoge to families in
o simple, encourpging, ond effective way Bulld  stronger
connections batwesen children, families, educators, theropiste, and
service providers. Access resources, books, online learning A
oppartunities, and tools 1o continue leaming beyond the training.
Understond rezearch and evidence supporting the use of zign
language as an eary communication tool.

Yo'l
[

8,

E | |-
= November 19th What You'll Learn |
= 1:00-2:00 PM = Why sign language benefits both hearing and nen-hearing *
= chilckren 1
= » Comman signs and songs families can begin using immediately 1

# Strategies for incorporating slgns into daily routines
» How sign languoage can reduce frustration ond increase
% communication oppartunities

» Real-life examples of working with families who use sign

REGISTER HERE

language far communication k
i Iﬂhlﬂ-mu!lgl -
| =
- ,-'_. ~
—— - -_ & Ty - ._" — :
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https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/SfrrLP2pQX2N4FTfpzXamw#/registration
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KPATA Trainings

T EFTE iR BB A bk B
é ':!'-t'.‘-'.l'lll'n_.| Tor KFPA 1A Members

(" Recognizing and Responding
Safety Planning for Survivors of
Intimate Partner Violence

-Presented By: Kayla Ross/Rose Brooks

Course overview

This course provides participants with a solid
foundation of knowledge and understanding about
domestic viclence, including practical skills to
support domestic violence survivors in planning for
safely across a broad range of contexts and
situations.

Objectives
Domestic violance prevalencs, definitions,
theoretical and historical framewor ks
Power and control tactics,
and the impact on victims
Principles and framewark of
risk assessment and safety planning

* Tools, scenanios, and
real-world examples

January 21* 1:00-2:30

111111111111111
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https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0EDI_iBLTbSaIlzyCVMbog#/registration
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KPATA Trainings

ZO00OM
SAFE SLEEP

TRAINING

Provided for free by Safe Sleep
Instructor: Maria Torres

December 7*",
2026 11:00-
12:00

[ . ; -
' A’
Meets Bright Futures Safe | I ol
Sleep Requirements : ¥

2 | s T e e
REGISTER HERE v
TRAINING FOR KPATA MEMBERS
L “ € Kpata )

KPATA.ORG | PAGE 7



https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/CZu-guTfQPeAZkQ_Bq80cQ#/registration
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Kansas

Dcpartmcnt for Children
. and Families

rl

BN 2026 Safe Sleep
M\ Trainings (offered by DCF)

\j

— KPATA Safe
2 Sleep
A November 10 Trainings
4 pm - 3pm
s b December ?th
Tam-12
! December 15 SIS Sie
i o 10am - 12pm
6 y March 9% ,
All DCF Safe Sleep classes Tpm - 2pm !

will be offered virtually on : :
; (Registratrion
Microsoft Teams. coming soon!)

Please email DCF at
> DCF.SafeSleep@ks.gov if you
| are interested in attending.

KPATA.ORG | PAGE 8


https://kpata.wufoo.com/forms/q1su7j780h0g18q/
mailto:%20%20DCF.SafeSleep@ks.gov
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/CZu-guTfQPeAZkQ_Bq80cQ
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KOEC Community Roundtables

Join us from 5:30 - 7:00 pm for roundtable
discussions with KOEC Director Christi Smith!

SHARE YOUR EARLY CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES
THE KANSAS OFFICE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD IS GOING ON THE ROAD!

JOIN KOEC DIRECTOR CHRISTI SMITH IN A REGION NEAR YOU FOR A CONVERSATION
AROUND EARLY CHILDHOOD IN YOUR COMMUNITY. SHARE WHAT'S WORKING WELL,
WHAT CHALLENGES YOU ARE STILL FACING, AND HOW KOEC CAN SUPPORT LOCAL
FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN.

ROUNDTABLES WILL ALL BE FROM 5:30 - 7:00PM ON THE FOLLOWING DATES AND
LOCATIONS:

ADVANCE REGISTRATION IS

@o [UESDAY, 10/27 - @p THURSDAY, 11/5 - ENCOURAGED, BUT WALK-
OVERLAND PARK MANHATTAN INS ARE ALSO WELCOME!
CLICK HERE TO SIGN-UP
@p VEDNESDAY,10/28- [ gy MONDAY, 11/9- AND TO SEE THE SPECIFIC
iSO TOPEKA ADDRESSES _ FOR _ EACH
THURSDAY, 10/29 - TUESDAY, 11/10 - ROUNDTABLE.
0 Havs @O WiICHITA
IF YOU HAVE  ANY
MONDAY, 11/2 - THURSDAY, 11/12 - QUESTIONS, PLEASE REACH
@0  bITTSBURG @O \[RTUAL OUT TO KOEC.INFO@KS.GOV.

KPATA.ORG | PAGE 9


https://us.list-manage.com/9SvkGNMgsT7?e=5a1bb6dac6&c2id=fdfc133517d42264dec36049ea2a6b79
https://us.list-manage.com/9SvkGNMgsT7?e=5a1bb6dac6&c2id=fdfc133517d42264dec36049ea2a6b79
https://us.list-manage.com/9SvkGNMgsT7?e=5a1bb6dac6&c2id=fdfc133517d42264dec36049ea2a6b79
https://us.list-manage.com/9SvkGNMgsT7?e=5a1bb6dac6&c2id=fdfc133517d42264dec36049ea2a6b79
mailto:KOEC.Info@ks.gov?subject=&body=
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Wheelchairs 4 Kids

OWheelchafrs 4 Kids
Dedicated to improving
® the lives of children

= with physical disabilities
+ and their families

& AT . A LRSS
WHEELCHAIRS 4 KIDS IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO IMPROVING
THE LIVES OF CHILDREN WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES AND THEIR FAMILIES.

WHEELCHAIRS 4 KIDS PROVIDES WHEELCHAIRS, HOME AND VEHICLE
MODIFICATIONS, AS WELL AS OTHER NECESSARY MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AT
NO CHARGE TO THE CHILDREN WE SERVE THROUGH OUR LET'S ROLL
PROGRAM. CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES FACE MANY OBSTACLES GETTING
THE EQUIPMENT THAT THEY NEED: INSURANCE AND/OR MEDICAID MAY NOT
COVER THE EQUIPMENT, THEIR HOME OR VEHICLE MAY NOT BE PROPERLY
EQUIPPED FOR THEIR NEEDS, FAMILIES MAY NOT BE ABLE TO AFFORD THEIR
COPAY, AMONG OTHERS. THESE OBSTACLES CAN LEAD TO UNSAFE
CONDITIONS FOR THE CHILD AND THEIR CARETAKERS. WHEELCHAIRS 4 KIDS
IS HERE TO HELP. ONCE THEIR REQUEST IS COMPLETE, THEY BECOME
KNOWN AS ONE OF OUR “WHEEL KIDS"!

KPATA.ORG | PAGE 10



https://wheelchairs4kids.org/
https://mcusercontent.com/62a80a0b71a54f5f1d8dd9cdd/files/ecbdbb6f-3f14-9899-c54e-b18f8a1fe36a/Programs_Presentation_3.20.2026.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/62a80a0b71a54f5f1d8dd9cdd/files/df48165b-7759-7d2f-47c2-e55e84262f26/Wheelchairs_4_Kids_Application_New_Address.01.pdf
https://wheelchairs4kids.org/
https://wheelchairs4kids.org/about/whatwedo/
https://wheelchairs4kids.org/about/whatwedo/
https://mcusercontent.com/62a80a0b71a54f5f1d8dd9cdd/files/ecbdbb6f-3f14-9899-c54e-b18f8a1fe36a/Programs_Presentation_3.20.2026.pdf
https://wheelchairs4kids.org/
https://mcusercontent.com/62a80a0b71a54f5f1d8dd9cdd/files/df48165b-7759-7d2f-47c2-e55e84262f26/Wheelchairs_4_Kids_Application_New_Address.01.pdf
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Family, Frithd and Neighhor Cart

SUPP = RTING

Care Providers of Kansas

L
'|_I.
5 . -

CONNECT WITH OUR TEAM

Have questions about our program, eligibility, or how to get involved? Whether you
are a family, an FFN provider, or a community partner, we would love to hear from
you. Together, we are building a stronger Kansas for our children.

Reach out to us at: OUR WEBSITE
S CLICK OR SCAN
Becky Stewart/Program Director
rstewart@kpata.org
913-340-4574

FACEBOOK
Maria Rios/Outreach-Recruitment CLICK OR SCAN
.y INSTAGRAM
sipzeilsi CLICK OR SCAN
mrios@kpata.org

913-731-4834

KPATA.ORG | PAGE 11



https://kpata.org/supporting-care-providers-of-kansas/
https://www.facebook.com/supportingcareprovidersofkansas/
https://www.instagram.com/supportingcareproviderskansas/
https://kpata.org/supporting-care-providers-of-kansas/
https://kpata.org/supporting-care-providers-of-kansas/
https://www.facebook.com/supportingcareprovidersofkansas/
https://www.facebook.com/supportingcareprovidersofkansas/
https://www.instagram.com/supportingcareproviderskansas/
https://www.instagram.com/supportingcareproviderskansas/
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IF YOU PROVIDE MENTAL HEALTH CONSULTATION,
HOME VISITATION, EARLY EDUCATION, COACHING,
INTERVENTION, RESEARCH OR CLINICAL MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES, THIS CONFERENCE IS FOR YOU!

KAIMH
CONFERENCE

2027

B Salina. KS Save the Date!

KPATA.ORG | PAGE 12



https://kpata.wufoo.com/forms/q1su7j780h0g18q/
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Breastfeeding Message of the Month

a4 B

BREASTFEEDING REDUCES
SUDDEN INFANT DEATH
SYNDROME (SIDS)

Kansas
Breastfeeding
Caalition, Inc DCtDber iS

SIDS Awareness Month

KPATA.ORG | PAGE 13
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YOU KNOW? < \

Did you know that the KPATA Member Google Drive is packed with
ready-to-use resources designed to save you time? Before you create a
document from scratch, log in to find recent training recordings, 2026
conference and all-members meeting materials, and specialized

handouts on topics like trauma-infoarmed care, autism (KansasLEND), and
family transition planning.

The drive also features administrative tools like the policy manual, QEIP
support documents, Visit Tracker guides, and an advocacy toolkit complete
with infographics, talking points, and social media ideas. Don't scroll forever
just use the search bar at the top of Google Drive to type in specific keywords,

or browse through the folders to find exactly what you need!
€7 Kpata

Access the 9

KPATA Drive fr oM rrhma' )
\ \ y
UPCOMING EVENTS
NOVEMBER DECEMBER
. 19™ - SIGN LANGUAGE . 7™M _SAFE SLEEP
TRAINING TRAINING
. 20™ - KPATA BOARD . 18™ - KPATA BOARD
MEETING MEETING
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https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/0ACThBQTPCvs2Uk9PVA
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