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A NOTE FROM THE

EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR

ITEMS TO HIGHLIGHT

« AHUGE THANKYOU AS
WE END THIS PROGRAM
YEAR!

« PLEASE ADD THE DATES
FOR NEXT YEAR'S
TRAININGS TO YOUR
CALENDAR

Dear KPATA Members - A ol
_ wh
july.fedsbiwmatm-betumplaceuﬁterewemsﬁ
trying to enjoy a little bit of summer, but also starting to
n June, wetalkedaboutta]dnga, ' eﬂectmgonﬂw
work. July gwes us the %m of ”‘qé;
steps hopefully with a little sunshine, a popsi and
maybe a slower morning or two mixed in. »

For Parents as Teachers programs across ‘Kansas,thls
time of year can bring a lot of planning. Calendars,
reports, data, forms, schedules, andauofﬂmp:ecesw
hdppmgramsrunweﬂsmfmdmgthwwaybadcmﬂm‘
mpofthehst.'w,ulethoseﬂungsammportant,meyare
not the whole story.

What do families nzedfromustfusyear? ‘Howcanwe
continue to build trust? How do we make sure our work
feels supportive, meaningful, and connected — not just
another thing on a checklist?

1 love the quote from C.S. Lewis: “You are never too old to
setarwthergoalorwdreamune@n’rm ﬂm@fedshke

agoodrermnderaswebegmampr&gramyzar aybe
this is the year your program tries something new-. Maybe
it is the year you strengthen a partnership, lift up parent
voice in a more intentional way, or create more space for
your staff to el supported. Magbe i i simply the year §
you give yourself permission to focus on what maiters
most and not try to do all the things at once — wluchle:’
be honest, is sometimes harder than it sounds. il 5
As we move through July, ?hopeé@ucancarryforward'
the lessons, stories, and small wins from the past year. 1
hope you can see the value of the work you have done,
mmﬂmmmmmm@fdtMms%whddng

by caffeine, sticky notes, , and a lot of grace. 3 i

Hilany Kothn. x A

Hilary Koehn
Executive Director ﬁ,
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BRIGHT
FUTURES
SUCCESSES

« 16 NEW REFERRALS

« 73 ACTIVE REFERRALS

39 PARTICIPATING
PROGRAMS

SUCCESS STORY

The family is doing well and has made steady
progress over the course of their year of
service in the program. [Child] has been 'Y
attending district pre-kindergarten since the J -
fall and is enrolled to continue for another ' \g
year of pre-k beginning this August. He is P -
currently participating in the district’s ESY
summer program.

[Child] has demonstrated notable growth in
his social development, including increased
engagement with peers, improved eye
contact, and progress with non-verbal
communication skills. The family is currently
in the process of pursuing an evaluation for a
possible autism diagnosis to better understand
and support his developmental needs.

Mom is doing well and has been working
significant overtime to address and stabilize
household finances. While childcare outside
of school hours continues to be a challenge,

(-
B
¥\.

she is managing these needs with support
from family and friends. Overall, the family
has shown strong follow-through with
services and appropriate efforts to support

[child]’s development and well-being.
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NEW

AA

4

-_l{e— mec “lber‘ PARENT EDUCATORS AND COORDINATORS =
KPATA BRIGHT FUTURES 2026-2027
M b h . JuULY Y AUGUST SEPTEMBER
emoers lp IS Share & ShOW S BINE e ARG Fostering Social-Emotional
=| SAFETY NET: Deveiegment in ')‘aungtchlidren =
: d : CONNECTING PEOPLE, PROCESSES. pgte saatiron =
requlre n Book actmty resource, RESOURCES THAT MATTER | strategies and Best Practices
gkl Sarah Behrens PhD, LMSW
i ol RANDI HARMS & LORETTA L
Ol’der tO (l[[el’ld JustiDMinut=2. | SEVERIM/KU CPPR Postdoctoral Fellow/KU Med
our trammgs. e
* OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER
Professional Learning for 1 ——a=
Parents as Teachers- garly SIQ“ ( ‘.\ ‘( | |
Literacy and Lai‘[guage
You can Developmental Language L/| I_)
Disorder Hailey Brooks
Dr. Laurie Curtis/KSDE
purChaseyour 10/15 1:00-3:00 PM 11/19 1:00-2:00 PM | |
= '- —
2026‘2027 Y JANUARY FEBRUARY ' MARCH '
IPV-Recognizing a P~ STRESSED
® - o | [ T
| Membership and Ressoading Nisis 1IN OUT:
- .. Safe anning HOW Wmssgﬁnllﬁgﬂlsﬂ:nzﬁz LINKED TO —
. ( Training Pass) for Survivors  *more information el O
- Kayla Ross/Rose Brooks to follow Leslie Stevens, LCMFT
below[ 1/21 1:00-2:30 PM 2/7 3/4 1:00-3:00 PM
Y aPriL Y May OTHER NOTES:
| Child Abuse and Canuendations that Pleape upe Pec. To-
/ e \ Neglect Count. Supporting calch up onv 4 |
¥ Register Fumiles 1, Reducrng | eGonAed, =
A% Valeria Adame/KCSL ¢labacce Expodune % Mo Taini
- Kaoutar Yartaoui/ KDHE ln;.,ﬂ_; W
4/151:00-2:30 PM  5/15 1:00-2:30 PM y
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https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zLW0Jzo8QIaDZF3dEdv4EA
https://kpata.wufoo.com/forms/q1su7j780h0g18q/
https://kpata.wufoo.com/forms/q1su7j780h0g18q/
https://kpata.wufoo.com/forms/q1su7j780h0g18q/
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Meeting the Required Trainiﬁgs

from PATNC
€ kpata

Quality Standard #27

IDENTIFIED
ON THE
MAIN
TRAINING
CALENDAR
WITH A
PINK STAR.

Child Abuse and Neglect

Child Abuse and Neglect Training/KCSL

Community Needs
Building a Community Safety Net:
Connecting People. Processes. and Tools to

Coordinate Resources That Matter

Intimate Partner Violence

Recognizing and Responding Safety Planning for

Survivors/Rose Brooks

Caregiver & Child Health and Wellness
Professional Learning for Parents as Teachers-
Farly Literacy and Developmental Language
Disorder/KSDE

Substance Use Disorder-
Conversations that Count: Supporting Families in

Reducing Tobacco Exposure/KDHE

R
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https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zLW0Jzo8QIaDZF3dEdv4EA
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KPATA BRIGHT

O AE
- @) TRAINING &
RESOURCES

KPATA Mer

Presented by Liz Schardine-KDHE

HIPAA

Details on how to complete

training are av ale o
the KPATA Members Drive

Qe
Gollaborative

Learning Day

*DATE AND LOCATION
COMING SOCN
APRIL 2027

PARENT EDUCATORS AND COORDINATORS
FUTURES 2026-2027

ASQ o :

For New Parent
Educators

os/o07/202¢

“PLEASE REACH OUT

TO
JSMITH@KPATA.ORG
REGARDING TRAINING 0
AVAILABILITY/NEEDS

KPATA SAFE SLEEP
TRAININGS

7/14/26 @10 AM *Sarah Berkley &
Keisey Hensley
9/17/26@ 2 PM +*Brittany Denson
12/7/26@ 11 AM *Maria Torres
3/4/27@ 1 PM *Kicia Waoner

*Training provided by Cerfitied Safte
Sleep Instructors
*New Sale Sleep Training is now
required annually for Bright Fulures

W A\
By

KANSAS HOME VISITING
et

9:30AM TILL 3PM i

¢ kpata

KPATA.ORG | PAGE 6


https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zLW0Jzo8QIaDZF3dEdv4EA
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TRAINING SCHEDULE

EXCLUSIVE FOR COORDINATORS
BRIGHT FUTURES 2026-2027

BRIGHT
FUTURES
PROGRAM

R = 0 A3
.--||1|‘-|

NOVEMBER

fal, ¥ick-6-¢¢

In-Pepon

JANUARY

BRIGHT
WTE&) FUTURES
PROGRAM

MEETING

DATE AND TIME TBD

APRIL

SPRING [

KPATA SPRING
EVENT

@ kpata

DOWNLOAD THE FULL
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https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zLW0Jzo8QIaDZF3dEdv4EA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14E92OBvgTgPcZue3flU01K1ESufPfDSM/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14E92OBvgTgPcZue3flU01K1ESufPfDSM/view?usp=drive_link
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Z200M
SAFE SLEEP

TRAINING

Provided for free by Safe Sleep
Instructors: Sarah Berkley &
Kelsey Hensley

July 14th,2026
10:00-11:00 am

Meets Bright Futures Safe
Sleep Requirements

REGISTER HERE V
: TRAINING FOR KPATA MEMBERS
) @ikpata
\, y
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https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zLW0Jzo8QIaDZF3dEdv4EA
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/v81UKvV9Tguwa8LF2Rr0Gg
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€ kpata
Show and Share

For KPATA Members!

Join Us for this unique opportunity to share your *
favorite books, activities,enhancements,

resources, songs or fingerplays! We want to

hear them all!

JULY

[16))

1:00-2:30 PM

Just 10 Minutes Resource
Sharing!
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https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zLW0Jzo8QIaDZF3dEdv4EA
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/caU_rQkSS321RndmOwP4Kg#/registration
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BUILDING A
COMMUNITY SAFETY
NET: CONNECTING
PEOPLE, PROCESSES,
AND TOOL.S TO
COORDINATE
RESOURCES THAT
MATTER

Communities are rich with
resources—but too often, those
resources are hard to navigate,
disconnected from one another,
or not reached by the people
who need them most.

This webinar will explore how communities can create
a more connected and responsive safety net by
improving how providers identify, connect to, and
follow through on supports for the families they
serve. This session will focus on:

= People — the relationships and roles that enable
providers to coordinate and follow through

* Processes — how resource navigation is streamlined
through provider workflows

+ Tools —technical approaches that support visikility,
navigation, and coordinated action The goal is to move
beyond fragmented efforts toward a coordinated,
community-wide approach to resource sharing.

By the end of this webinar, participants will be able
to:

+ Identify and assess gaps in community resource
networks. - Analyze where breakdowns occur within
communities, including gaps in available resources,
visibility, and coordination that impact providers® ability
to connect families to suppart.

+ Evaluate barriers to effective coordination and
navigation. - Examine both technical and non-technical
challenges that limit how providers identify, access, and
follow through on available supports.

+ Describe the role of cross-sector colloboration in
strengthening coordinated systems. - Explain how
partnerships enable more effective provider action and
contribute to o maore connected and responsive system
of care.

* Apply o people, process, and tools framework to
improve coordinated action. - Use a structured
approach to assess and strengthen how providers
navigate, connect to, and follow through on resources
within community systems.

+ Develop strategies to strengthen coordinated,
community - wide support. - Formulate practical
approoches that equip providers to take action and
ensure fomilies experience timely, relevent, and
effective connections to support.

PRESENTATION BY:
RANDI HARMS AND
LORETTA SEVERIN

CHAMP

Software

QAM -11:30 AM

Please Note: This
webinar is not only for
KPATA members.
Please Register Below.
The eventwill be
recorded and added to
the KPATA Drive. A
Certificate will be
provided to attendees.

&=
\ y

.
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https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zLW0Jzo8QIaDZF3dEdv4EA
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1960796924423813719?source=CPPR-IRIS
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TRAINING
OPPORTUNITY

INTRODUCTION TO
THE AGES & STAGES
QUESTIONNAIRES

(ASQ)

Course will meet online and is FREE
to attend.

01:00 PM-3:00 PM

Provided by:
M » KSDE Early Childhood Special Education

# Kansas Parent Information Resource
Center (KPIRC)



https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zLW0Jzo8QIaDZF3dEdv4EA
https://ksdetasn.org/events/BEkTdw

Family, Friend and Neighhor Care

CONNECT WITH OUR TEAM

Have questions about our program, eligibility, or how to get involved? Whether you
are a family, an FFN provider, or a community partner, we would love to hear from
you. Together, we are building a stronger Kansas for our children.

Reach out to us at: OUR WEBSITE
CLICK OR SCAN

Becky Stewart/Program Director
rstewart@kpata.org
913-340-4574

FACEBOOK
Maria Rios/Outreach-Recruitment CLICK OR SCAN
. INSTAGRAM
slpecilisi CLICK OR SCAN
mrios@kpata.org

913-731-4834
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https://kpata.org/supporting-care-providers-of-kansas/
https://www.facebook.com/supportingcareprovidersofkansas/
https://www.instagram.com/supportingcareproviderskansas/
https://kpata.org/supporting-care-providers-of-kansas/
https://kpata.org/supporting-care-providers-of-kansas/
https://www.facebook.com/supportingcareprovidersofkansas/
https://www.facebook.com/supportingcareprovidersofkansas/
https://www.instagram.com/supportingcareproviderskansas/
https://www.instagram.com/supportingcareproviderskansas/

KPATA NEWSLETTER | JULY 2026

Vapes, Nicotine & Kids:
What Every Caregiver

% ShouldK fiAII
Why Vapes, E-liquids and Other Nicotine Products Are Dangerous .
* Nicotine poisoning can affect anyone, but children are at greater risk due to their .

lower body weight and smaller body size.
* |n Kansas, children under age 5 have the highest rate of accidental nicotine .

poisoning. (Kansas Hospital Association, Kansas Emergency Department Visits

KANSAS

* Nicotine is found in products like pouches, pods, cigarettes, lozenges, gum, and
smokeless tobacco.,

* Bright labels, sweet smells, and colorful packaging can make these products lock
like candy or toys.

* Most vape e-liquids contain nicotine and other chemicals that can be toxicto
children if swallowed, inhaled, absorbed through the skin, or splashed in the —
eyes,

Ways to Prevent Nicotine Poisoning T m———

+ Keep all nicotine products in their original packaging and secure them up and i 0
('-‘ Naugea, vemining, brosling o Pale or Fast hean
E‘-—(D abdaminal pain o sweaty skin rate

away — out of sight and reach.
* Kids often copy the behavior of others. Do not use nicotine products in front of

children. 5@?3 Musde tuching, é Headache or @B ity oty
* Prevent exposure by refilling products away from children. - ikl e more serious cases)
* Recycle or safely throw away used products right away. '

What to Do If You Suspect Nicotine Poisoning

1f the person is having trouble breathing. having a seizure, or is unresponsive,
all 911 right sway. If you suspect poisoning or have questions, call the Peison

Help line at 1-800-222-1222. POISON ﬁ
Be ready to tell them: -
Remember, many nicotine products come in bright, colorful, e !::I:Ezl;ulz::‘
candy-like packaging, which can tempt young children to touch or
taste them.

Scan the QR Cods to save the Poison Helpline toyour  (eni1en o O

phone contacts.

The Best Prevention is Quitting
Many people whe use tobacco of nicotine products want to quit, and it

may take several tries. The good news: FREE help is available to all "
Kansane thraugh the Kansas Tabaces Quithne. Konol I I
H

% Scan the QR coda to visit the KDHE Tobacco is LA BTG b A o P
Changing website.

FIND IT HERE! Kinsss R o why

MATERNAL &
Digarimest of Health CHILD HEALTH peralon o

‘2 Envirvment
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https://kpata.wufoo.com/forms/q1su7j780h0g18q/
https://www.safekidskansas.org/poison_prevention.htm
https://www.safekidskansas.org/poison_prevention.htm
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SAVE THE DATE!

KANSAS HOME VISITING
ey

9:30AM TILL 3PM P

INPERSON! _
/\

KANSAS ¢
HOME VISITING

GARDEN CITY
KANSAS CITY

~ CHANUTE
~ HAYS
TOPEKA

>
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WICHITA

MORE INFO AND
REGISTRATION COMING SOON!

G



https://kpata.wufoo.com/forms/q1su7j780h0g18q/
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Yuu ARE BRING YOUR ENERGY, IDEAS, AND
PASSION FOR STRENGTHENING
FAMILIES AND COMMUNITY!
Tu PARE NT Saturday, September 19", 2026
LEADERSHIP 9:30 AM- 5:30 PM
EUNF ER ENEE 1st Methodist Church 122 N 8th « Salina, KS 67401 _
E u 2 6 Questions? Contact Rachal Harper rharper@kesl.org
)
\, V.
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4 N
Kansas
Breastfeeding
Coalition, Inc.

... the lactation support provider you want to be

The Lactation Support Scholarship Application is Open!

In alignment with the Kansas Breastfeeding Coalition's commitment to addressing disparities in
breastfeeding, the KBC is pleased to announce a funding program to support
aspiring lactation support providers, such as:
* Breastfeeding Peer Counselor
* Breastfeeding or lactation educator or counselor with a certification (CLC, CBS, etc.).
Certification must be listed HERE.
» International Board Certified Lactation Consultant

The Kansas Breastfeeding Coalition is committed to providing up to $20,000 in 2026. Individual
educational grants will be capped at $1,000 for those seeking a certification and $2,000 for those
wanting to take the IBCLC exam in 2027,

The application closes at 8 a.m on July 15, and awards are announced on August 19.

APPLY HERE

Funding for this project was previded by Kansas Department of Health and Emvironmers with flncing through the Health Risources and
Services Administration (MRSA) of the ULS. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) tnder the Matermai and Child Health Service
ook Grant [Areard BOHMCHS217; CFDIA 93,9847 AND proviced by the Kanges Departiment of Health and Emdronment with funding through
the (L5, Department of Agriculture Women, Infints, Childen Atrition Progeam [CFDA No, 16.557).

Kansas

Breastie 1]4
(e 14 |-
Loaltion, Inc

Kansas Breastfeeding Coalition
info@kshreastfeeding.org

Y ksbreastfeeding.org Y

2026 KANSAS BREASTFEEDING CONFERENCE
OCTORBER 15TH & 16TH
DRURY PLAZA HOTEL
WICHITA
REGISTER AND RESERVE YOUR HOTEL ROOM NOW!

UPCOMING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

BREASTFEEDING 101, AUGUST 20, DECEMBER 10

BREASTFEEDING 201, AUGUST 20 & 21, DECEMRBER 10 & 1]
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https://ksbreastfeeding.org/breastfeeding-conference-in-kansas-2/
https://ksbreastfeeding.org/breastfeeding-101-2/
https://ksbreastfeeding.org/breastfeeding-201/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2026BecomingScholarship
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VIS a VY

We are grateful for your years of service
§ dedication to families in Kansas!

Jeigh, Anne Neal)
Yanen Rakestinan:
Ponna Tl
Eathery ¥ollinila
Teiuy Jennen,

s g
et o

UPCOMING EVENTS

JULY AUGUST

o 7M. ASQ TRAINING
e 13™ - COMMUNITY SAFETY

e 14™ - SAFE SLEEP TRAINING
e 16™ - SHOW & SHARE

e 17™_ KPATA BOARD NESTT TRAINING
MEETING « 215T . KPATA BOARD
MEETING
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	BRIGHT FUTURES SUCCESSES
	SUCCESS STORY
	The family is doing well and has made steady progress over the course of their year of service in the program. [Child] has been attending district pre-kindergarten since the fall and is enrolled to continue for another year of pre-k beginning this August. He is currently participating in the district’s ESY summer program.
	[Child] has demonstrated notable growth in his social development, including increased engagement with peers, improved eye contact, and progress with non-verbal communication skills. The family is currently in the process of pursuing an evaluation for a possible autism diagnosis to better understand and support his developmental needs.
	Mom is doing well and has been working significant overtime to address and stabilize household finances. While childcare outside of school hours continues to be a challenge, she is managing these needs with support from family and friends. Overall, the family has shown strong follow-through with services and appropriate efforts to support [child]’s  development and well-being.
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	2026-2027  KPATA Training Calendar
	A KPATA Membership is required in order to attend our trainings.
	You can purchase your 2026-2027 Membership (Training Pass) below!
	Remember!
	Register
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	NEW! Educational Flyer from  Safe Kids Kansas
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	UPCOMING EVENTS
	JULY
	14TH - SAFE SLEEP TRAINING
	16TH - SHOW & SHARE
	17TH - KPATA BOARD MEETING

	AUGUST
	7TH - ASQ TRAINING
	13TH - COMMUNITY SAFETY NET TRAINING
	21ST - KPATA BOARD MEETING


