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BRIGHT
FUTURES

SUCCESSES
SUCCESS STORY

Mom has worked very hard to secure the
safest, most loving environment for [child]
and has done so by leaning into her
support systems. Mom worked through an
organization to give guardianship to her
grandmother so [child] could attend
preschool this year while she worked and
her grandmother worked tirelessly to set
up support for [child's] special needs
through the school district and county. The
family has already worked with the school
to create an IEP for [child] for his
kindergarten year starting in the fall. Mom
struggles with her mental health and was
recently accepted into rehab to support her
in getting and keeping a steady job. The
family puts [child's] needs first and has
worked to become a secure unit for both
Mom and [child]. This family followed
through with visits and implementing
strategies and resources throughout their
two years in the program and they will
continue to use their bond with each other
and the skills they’ve learned to give
[child] his best chances.
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11 NEW REFERRALS

80 ACTIVE REFERRALS

39 PARTICIPATING
PROGRAMS
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2025-2026 
KPATA Membership

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zLW0Jzo8QIaDZF3dEdv4EA
https://kpata.wufoo.com/forms/q1su7j780h0g18q/
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Safe Sleep Training

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/-4S_ueviSWGi9yVZpTTo1Q#/registration
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Join a KPATA Committee
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Join a KPATA Committee
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Just 10 Minutes Resource

https://justtenminutes.org/


1.SINCE 1965, HEAD START HAS OFFERED OPPORTUNITY AND HOPE TO YOUNG
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN OUR KANSAS COMMUNITIES AND ACROSS THE NATION.
NEARLY 6,300 INFANTS, TODDLERS, AND PRESCHOOLERS ARE ENROLLED IN KANSAS
HEAD START PROGRAMS

2. HEAD START IS A PROVEN MODEL FOR HIGH-QUALITY EARLY EDUCATION AND AN
EFFECTIVE TWO-GENERATIONAL APPROACH.

3. KANSAS HEAD START PROGRAMS COLLECTIVELY EMPLOY 2,500 DEDICATED HEAD
START STAFF MEMBERS.

4. OVER $90+ MILLION IN FEDERAL HEAD START FUNDS FLOW INTO LOCAL
COMMUNITIES EACH YEAR FOR HEAD START PROGRAMMING.

5. HEAD START PARTNERS WITH PARENTS TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES, ACTIVELY
ENGAGING THEM AS THEIR CHILDREN’S FIRST AND MOST IMPORTANT TEACHERS.

6. HEAD START SUPPORTS PARENTS IN PROVIDING FOR THEIR FAMILIES BY
OFFERING A SAFE, RELIABLE PLACE FOR THEIR CHILDREN TO GROW AND START ON
THE PATHWAY TO SUCCESS.

7. HEAD START EASES THE IMPACTS OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CHALLENGES ON
YOUNG CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES.

8. KANSAS HEAD START PROGRAMS ARE VALUABLE COMMUNITY PARTNERS,
SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESSES THROUGH THE PURCHASES OF GOODS AND
SERVICES AND COLLABORATING WITH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS.

9. LOCALLY DESIGNED HEAD START PROGRAMS EFFICIENTLY ADDRESS THE UNIQUE
AND COMPREHENSIVE NEEDS OF THE CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND COMMUNITIES
THEY SERVE.

10. EVERY DOLLAR INVESTED IN HEAD START RESULTS IN A LONG-TERM RETURN OF
$7-$9.

KPATA NEWSLETTER | JUNE 2025

KPATA.ORG | PAGE 10

Kansas Head Start

TEN THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT KANSAS HEAD START PROGRAMS
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Kansas Head Start
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Kansas Head Start



SCPK ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING FOCUSES ON
STRATEGIC INITIATIVES
On May 1st, the Supporting Care Providers of Kansas
(SCPK) Advisory Council met with team members from
Praxis Nonprofit Strategies. The meeting centered on
outlining the organization’s work plan and identifying key
areas where the Advisory Council’s expertise can
significantly support SCPK’s initiatives.

An essential outcome of the discussion was the
establishment of several vital committees. These
committees are designed to be instrumental in shaping
SCPK’s upcoming programming and strategies. The
unique perspectives and specialized knowledge of
Advisory Council members will be invaluable in driving the
success of these efforts, directly contributing to SCPK’s
growth and impact across Kansas.

Here is an overview of the committees and their
respective focus areas:

Strategic Planning: This committee will be
instrumental in drafting SCPK’s strategic plan and
fundraising strategy. It will also be responsible for
monitoring key benchmarks and providing guidance
to the Program Director during the implementation
phase.

Program Quality: Dedicated to enhancing SCPK’s
services, this committee will provide essential
feedback on service delivery methods. It will also
support the design, implementation, and
summarization of annual survey results to ensure
continuous improvement.

Communications: This committee’s focus is on
increasing SCPK’s visibility throughout Kansas
communities. Its work will include advising on the
development of the organization’s website and social
media presence.

Finance: This committee will play a crucial role in the
financial oversight of SCPK, assisting in the preparation
and approval of the annual budget. Members will also
participate in quarterly meetings to review and monitor
budget implementation.

Development: Focused on securing resources for
SCPK, this committee will assist the Program Director in
networking with potential funders. It will also offer
expertise in the fundraising process and review draft
grants prior to submission.

The formation of these committees highlights SCPK’s
commitment to using the diverse talents within its
Advisory Council to advance its mission and better serve
Family, Friend, and Neighbor care providers throughout
Kansas.

Interested in participating in the Advisory Council? Please
reach out to Rebecca Stewart
at rstewart@kpata.org
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Supporting Care Providers
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We are currently enrolling FFN care providers in Johnson and
Wyandotte County communities! If you know someone providing
Family, Friend, and Neighbor care for children birth to five who

would like more information on program enrollment, please reach
out to Maria at mrios@kpata.org or call/text 913-731-4834.

Supporting Care Providers
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Calling Johnson and Wyandotte County 
FFN Care Providers!

mailto:mrios@kpata.org
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Maternal Mortality Prevention

A Million Moments for Maternal Mortality Prevention: Addressing
maternal mortality at the intersection of physical and mental health,

substance use and intimate partner violence. 

Registration is now open! 
August 7  - 8thth

This training is being presented by KDHE and is free to attend!

Questions? Contact  kcc@ku.edu

REGISTER HERE

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAlduigrTsvE9ISzRAN3d5FqSdP91MaeLUt#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/4WKd9WWxRS6iJEtsagGRnQ?_x_zm_rtaid=wuZSiKxXSymZsAVwkXBPKw.1738263562752.9c3a054fec2632e13e02bc4cc553efec&_x_zm_rhtaid=762#/registration
mailto:kcc@ku.edu
https://www.eeds.com/portal_live_events.aspx?ConferenceID=707536
https://www.eeds.com/portal_live_events.aspx?ConferenceID=707536
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UPCOMING EVENTS

JULY

JUNE
20TH - KPATA
BOARD MEETING
30TH - LAST DAY OF
THE PROGRAM
YEAR 

1ST - ALL BRIGHT
FUTURES REPORTS
ARE DUE FOR 2024-
2025
18TH - KPATA
BOARD MEETING

https://kpata.wufoo.com/forms/q1su7j780h0g18q/

